
Hello everyone! I hope this message finds you all healthy and happy, safe and sane. 

This message is multi-purpose and long, so if you will please bear with me and read through all 

the way, it may answer some of the questions you are having about school. And if it doesn't - 

then more details are to come. 

 

Grace has been closed since mid-March, and this has been a really difficult time in all of our 

lives. The church itself is closed as well, and the date keeps getting pushed back (currently 

closed to groups of adults or 10 or more people) - which has kept the preschool from making 

firm decisions about wrapping up LAST year and beginning THIS year. Oh - and not to mention 

our world wrestling in varying degrees with so much uncertainty...I sincerely hope that you are 

all well and managing. This is not easy for any of us, and patience and GRACE are needed at 

every step. 

 

1) This is going out to the families for the 2020-2021 school year. It helps check that I have 

correct addresses and names on the roster and that I put you in the correct email group. It also 

gives you the chance to tell me to add/subtract/change any contact information for parents or 

family members. Please shoot me a quick response if you need to make any changes for email 

contact information. 

2) If I need anything from you (paperwork, fees) - I will reach out individually later this week. 

Some of you: we touched base the day before Spring Break - and then the world hit the pause 

button. 

3) If you need anything from me - just reach out and we can connect. 

 

4) The BIG Question: What does this fall look like??  

This is a broad stroke description - details will follow - and surely changes will be made as we 

continue to evolve. 

We are planning to start back as scheduled in August with a few changes to the normal 

operations for increased safety. 

Our goal is always to provide socialization for these kids, while protecting their health, your 

family's health and the teachers' health. I am pleased to say there isn't much we have to do 

differently than in any other school year.  

The abrupt change this past spring caught everyone by surprise. Our age levels are simply not a 

great fit for ongoing distance/virtual learning. We did host weekly meetings for our 3s and 4s in 

the Spring. Privacy issues for other children come into play when we consider the idea of 

recording or "live streaming". I am working with options for what we can provide to those who 

a) are not ready to send their child to school, b) are sick and cannot attend school, or c) we are 

required to close again due to an outbreak. 

 

What WILL CHANGE: 

• Access to the building will be limited to teachers and students until further notice. 

(Meetings can be scheduled as can late drop/early pick up - but no traffic flow in and out) 

• Drop-off will occur at the exterior doors and include a medical check with touchless 

thermometer. Pick up will be similar. This process will surely need to change as we find 

what works best for you and for our school setting. Designated doorways and/or 

staggered times will minimize traffic flow.  



• PPE: Teachers will wear face shields and/or masks. Children will be strongly encouraged 

to wear masks, especially the 3s and 4s. (We honestly don't know how feasible 

"requiring" face masks will be of this age group, when some don't even want to get 

dressed in the morning!) 

• Social Bubbles: Each class/age level will remain to themselves - no commingling, which 

means no playing together on playgrounds or in classrooms. 

• Cleaning is always part of our normal routine. The schedule will be adjusted to allow 

even more handwashing and disinfecting between activities. 

• Snack procedure will change from parent provided to school provided. I will purchase, 

deliver and provide balanced snacks for each classroom so that the process is as 

streamlined as possible, with one set of hands on the food items.  Because we did not 

budget for this in supply fees, we will have to ask parents to assist with the funds (in lieu 

of signing up for a week and buying snack themselves.)  Homemade treats will not be 

allowed and birthdays we'll discuss with each family. 

• Artwork will not be sent home on a regular basis, to minimize passing items back and 

forth. 

• Lunch Bunch is all about commingling - a regular and purposeful part with students and 

teachers alike-- so, for now, that means Lunch Bunch will not meet until we find a safer 

solution. 

What WILL NOT CHANGE: 

• Group sizes have always been small (at full capacity, class ratios range from 8:2 to 18:2 

[students:teachers].)  We are currently below capacity with the aim to keep classes small. 

• Our exterior space and opportunities are ample - 2 enclosed playgrounds, and 3 open 

fields and 3 covered spaces for various activities. 

• Space: We have 5 classes and 10 classrooms - so each class can have 2 designated rooms 

for their use, which also allows for rainy day flexibility. 

• Ventilation: Each room has fans and windows that open. 

• Health concerns of a contagious nature happen and we normally inform class members 

and those who are directly affected. With regard to COVID-19, school-wide 

announcements and details on contact tracing will be provided. Anonymity is always 

honored. 

• Cleaning Supplies: I stocked up before Spring Break, so we still have a generous amount 

of cleaning materials on hand and will continue to maintain the entire facility (furniture, 

toys, etc) as we always do. 

I am certain I forgot to include some details and encourage everyone to reach out so that I can 

include in the next update. 

In the next couple weeks I will be working closely with teachers about the procedures we'll take 

and with what more we can tell you. 

But for now, please plan on the schedule as listed on the calendar and that your school days will 

flow on the regular routine from 8:00 am to 11:30. 

 

With thanks to all of you for being a part of Grace, 

Leslie 


